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Jhe first articles produced in the fused metal, and its
place in the development of the industry really dates
from the years between 1770 and 1780. There is
plenty of interest in the teapot from that period
onwards, for it was made in a great variety of shapes,
both plain and decorated, and" with handles of ebony,
horn and wood, and in certain of the better sorts of
ivory. There is also variety in the knobs and not a
little can be learned from the methods adopted to cover
the edge by special wires of bead, reed and gadroon
design.
Occasionally a teapot stand finds its way into the
sale room, and such are likely to be of eighteenth-cen-
tury date, because just after the turn of the century
makers began to put four ball feet on the bottom of
their pots with a view of preventing heat marks on the
tray or table top. This method of insulation was
sufficiently successful to secure adoption on a wide
scale.
The teapot has pride of place in the four-piece set
of one teapot, one coffee pot, one sugar basin and one
cream jug; such sets, when they come into the market,
are bought on a more utilitarian basis than are single
pieces of any of the four sorts. The collecting public
lias not yet begun to buy tea and coffee services merely
for the pleasure of filling up a cabinet.
TEAPOTS (Silver)
1731. A spherical teapot, engraved with masks on
the shoulder; shell and scroll ornaments;
weight 10 oz. 15 dwt.3 at per ounce 1405.
1785. A plain oval fluted teapot; weight 12 oz., at
per ounce 215.